
 

 

Camp Amache Event a Great Start to 2011 

Bent’s Fort Chapter 
Santa Fe Trail Association 

April 2011 Newsletter 

On Saturday March 19th, over 60 Bent’s 
Fort Chapter members and guests met 
at the End of the Line Arena in Granada 
to kick off our chapter’s 2011 tour & 
event season.  We began the day with a 
business meeting open to all to discus 
upcoming events, our finances, and 
other chapter matters. 

At noon, we were treated to a fabulous 
meal prepared by the Santa Fe Trail 
Cookers. Stews, chilies, beans, corn-
bread, and cobblers and chocolate 
cherry cheesecakes were all prepared 
on site in cast iron Dutch Ovens. Home 
pickled okra and pickles and coffee and 
tea rounded out the meal. Thank you 
Santa Fe Trail Cookers for a great meal. 

After lunch, Mr. Jesse Melton, a member 
of the Holly Historical Society, talked to 
us about the Towner School Bus Trag-
edy of 1931. In March of that year, a 
school bus became trapped in a savage 
spring blizzard. Temperatures dropped 
to –25 degrees and winds up to 75 MPR 
created white-out conditions. The chil-
dren were trapped In the unheated bus 
for two days. 5 children plus the bus 
driver died and are buried in the Holly 
cemetery. 

Following Mr. Melton’s presentation,    
everyone was invited to tour Camp 
Amache in horse-drawn wagons. Tour 
leader Fred Dorenkamp pointed out re-
maining sites in the World War II Japa-
nese Internment Camp which operated  
from 1942-1945. Over 7,000 Japanese 
Americans were relocated to this camp  
during WWII. 

 

 
DON’T 

FORGET 
These 
Future 
Events 

April 16: Boggsville 
clean-up day 

May 21: Glorietta, NM 
Civil War Site  

June 18: Walsenberg, 
D&RG Railroad Sites 
and Fort Francisco 

July 16: Otero Mu-
seum, La Junta, stage-
coaches in the West 

August : Event still 
being planned  

Sept 22-25: SFTA 
Symposium, Dodge 
City, KS 

Oct 15: tour of sites in 
Trinidad area 

Nov 19: Education 
Meeting 

Annual membership in 
both the Santa Fe Trail As-
sociation and the Bent’s 
Fort Chapter expire Decem-
ber 31. Don’t forget to re-
new for 2011. Membership 
forms are on the back page. 

Quivera Chapter, Wagon 
Bed Springs, and Bent’s 
Fort Chapter all have 
pages on Facebook with 
lots of photos and news. 

 

Some of The Santa Fe Trail Cookers 

Pat Palmer Serving  Don Overmyer 

Photo by Monty Thompson 



The Bent’s Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association: The Beginning of the 
Trail for the Bent’s Fort Chapter...by Dale & Teresa Kesterson 
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(Editor’s note...our Bent’s Fort Chapter 
is both an historical association and an 
association with a history. I think that 
it’s especially important to remember 
our founders as it was their passion, 
dedication, and perseverance that has 
enabled our chapter to endure.  We 
should never take for granted that our 
success is assured. Other chapters 
(including The Mountain Branch) have 
come and gone or are struggling.  

Too many of these folks have passed 
on or are no longer active due to health 
or mobility problems. So, just as we 
remember the early trailblazers such as 
William Becknell and Susan Magoffin, 
let us also remember the Kestersons, 
Gambles, Mings, Casteels, Nancy 
Robertson, and Bob Musselwhite, our 
more recent Trail heroes who have 
worked hard to preserve and protect 
the legacy of the Santa Fe Trail. 

Thank you Dale and Teresa Kesterson 
for sharing with us our Chapter’s begin-
nings and visions and goals.) 

The first meeting of what would be-
come the Bent’s Fort Chapter was 
somewhat by chance at ―The Hog’s 
Breath Restaurant‖ over small bowls of 
shell-your-own peanuts and ice tea dur-
ing a break in the Santa Fe Trail Sym-
posium held in La Junta, Colorado, on 
October 14-17, 1993. 

At our scrunched together tables and 
chairs were eight members of the 
Santa Fe Trail Association discussing 
the idea of forming a new chapter in the 
local area of Southeastern Colorado. 
Each of the eight belonged to one or 
more SFTA chapters Including: Cimar-
ron Cut-Off, Oklahoma: Corazon de los 
Caminos, New Mexico; and, the Moun-
tain Branch, Colorado. We were Mary 
and Leo Gamble, Nancy Robertson, 
Bob Musselwhite, Earl and Connie 
Casteel, and ourselves. (Mary was also 
a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Santa Fe Trail Association.) 

The annual meeting of the Mountain 
Branch Chapter was held in Trinidad, 
Colorado, on March 16, 1994. Follow-
ing this meeting, the Chapter’s Board of 
Directors sent a notice to its member-
ship dated April 20 that it had been de-

cided to dissolve the chapter. 

Our first meeting group knew we 
needed to act quickly if a new chapter 
was to be approved at the next SFTA 
board meeting to be held in Larned, 
KS, on June 3. If we didn’t accomplish 
our task by that date, the next meeting 
of the board would not be until the fall. 

We contacted Mark Gardner, Vice 
President of SFTA board of directors to 
learn the procedures needed to be-
come a charted chapter. Mark told us 
we needed a formal name for the pro-
posed chapter, a list of no less than 15 
individuals (who were already members 
or new members of the association), a 
slate of officers, and a set of bylaws. 

Our group knew that we needed spe-
cialized help in putting together the in-
formation and documents needed. We 
asked Don Hill, Bob Jones, and Doug-
las Manley if they would help. Don was 
the superintendent of Bent’s Old Fort 
National Historic Site, Bob was a La 
Junta banker, and Doug was a La 
Junta attorney. Bob and Doug were 
members of the Bent’s Old Fort Na-
tional Historic Site Advisory Committee; 
all three were members of SFTA. 

Don suggested the name ―Bent’s Fort 
Chapter as the Fort was ―the most im-
portant feature associated with the trail‖ 

in the area. Don gave the group official 
permission to use the name. Bob and 
Doug produced a three page set of by-
laws and articles of incorporation. 

On May 15, the original group of eight 
met at Nancy Robertson’s home in 
Raton, NM, where we discussed the 
progress being made to organize the 
chapter. We elected the following in-
terim officers to serve until the chapter 
charter was obtained: Earl Casteel, 
President; Dale Kesterson, Vice Presi-
dent; and Teresa Kesterson, Secretary/
Treasurer. 

Later that day we attended a Corazon 
de los Caminos chapter meeting at the 
NRA Whittington Center near Raton. 
We discussed our work of forming a 
new chapter with SFTA members who 
were attending the meeting. Several 
participants signed our membership list 
that day. By the end of May, we had 
twenty-three members of SFTA indicat-
ing their interest of being members of 
the new chapter. 

We gathered the needed information 
and sent it to Mark so he could present 
it to the SFTA board of director’s meet-
ing to be held on June 3. At this meet-
ing a chapter charter was granted to 
the Bent’s Fort Chapter. 

On June 25, an organizational meeting 
was held in La Junta to secure new 
membership and determine certain pro-
cedures for the group. A fourth office, 
that of Treasurer, was approved by the 
membership present. Sue Petersen 
was elected to fill this office. The chap-
ter members toured Bent’s Old Fort 
National Historic Site after the meeting. 
Visitor’s fees were waived by Superin-
tendent Don Hill. The group was given 
a tour by Fort Historian Craig Moore. 
The meeting was attended by 26 mem-
bers, 16 attending the tour at the Fort. 

Chapter organization and membership 
recruitment continued during July, Au-
gust, and September.  

Bob Jones and Douglas Manly worked 
on legal concerns such as updating the 
incorporation and bylaws. Don Hill 
worked on art for the chapter logo. 

(continued on page 4) 

The above photo was taken October 15, 
1994, at Sierra Vista. In it, from left-to-
right are the first officers of the Bent’s 
Fort Chapter: Sue Petersen, Treasurer; 
Teresa Kesterson, Secretary; Earl 
Casteel, President; and Dale Kesterson, 
Vice President. 



 

In 1993, SFTA printed a membership 
roster listing all members’ names and 
mailing addresses in alphabetical order 
and another roster listing member zip 
codes in numerical order. In September 
1994, a chapter membership committee 
sorted all members’ names with South-
eastern Colorado zip codes and sent 
those SFTA members a letter inviting 
them to attend our meetings and tours 
and asking them to consider becoming 
members of our chapter. We also sent 
news releases to 19 newspapers and 4 
radio stations in our Southeastern Colo-
rado area and to Syracuse, KS, Boise 
City, OK, and Raton, NM. We continued 
to send these news releases to adver-
tise upcoming chapter activities. 

Our meeting at ―Back to Boggsville 
Days‖ on September 24 was attended 
by 42 members and guests. The meet-
ing was arranged by Richard Carrillo 
and Wayne Banta. It was fitting that the 
meeting was held in the newly reno-
vated Prowers House.  This was the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

first meeting held in the restored historic 
building. At the meeting, the business of 
chapter organization continued with 
committees giving reports and other 
committees being established. Pro-
posed bylaw revisions and logo were 
discussed. Time was also taken to pro-
mote chapter membership to those at-
tending. 

A combination meeting and our first tour 
were held on October 15. Don Lowman 
set up the meeting place at the Otero 
Museum in La Junta. Before the meet-
ing, the group viewed the stagecoach 
and other exhibits at the museum. 

Jesse Scott of Garden City, KS, pre-
sented a slide program on stage sta-
tions along Hwy 350 between La Junta 
and Thatcher and also stations in the 
Purgatory Canyon. Jamie Kingsbury of 
the Comanche National Grassland 

spoke on the sites of Sierra Vista, Tim-
pas, and Iron Spring. The program and 
tour also included Bob Jones who 
spoke about the Hole in the Rock site. 

The group toured sites along Hwy 350 
to Thatcher. There were 62 members 
and friends who attended the meeting 
and tour. 

In November, Bent’s Fort Chapter mem-
bers were invited to attend a tour of 
―Pike’s First View‖ (of Pike’s Peak), 
sponsored by Phil Petersen, Boggsville 
Revitalization Committee, and Bent’s 
Fort Chapter. Twenty people met at 
Boggsville and toured the site on a chilly 
day. The group also stopped at the site 
of old (East) Las Animas. 

In December, the organization of the 
chapter was 
completed 
with a new set 
of bylaws, the 
logo, and 
other details 
to be ap-
proved by the 
membership. 

Officers and committee members met 
on January 7, 1995, to plan the first an-
nual meeting which was held at Bent’s 
Fort Inn in Las Animas on January 28. 
The chapter logo was presented to the 
membership by Don Hill and was ap-
proved. Lolly Ming presented a chapter 
―Code of Ethics‖ which was approved. 
Also approved were revised chapter 
bylaws, the budget, and a calendar of 
events for the upcoming year. Commit-
tee chairpersons gave their reports and 
all reported progress. An election was 
held for chapter officers. The interim 
officers were elected to serve a term as 
chapter officers. Several certificates of 
recognition were awarded. 

After the noon meal, Harry Myers, Su-
perintendent of Fort Union National 
Monument, presented a program on 
―The Beginning of the Santa Fe Trail.‖ 
Harry also spoke of plans for the 175th 
anniversary of the Santa Fe Trail and 
the 150th anniversary of the Army of the 
West. At the time of this first annual 
meeting, our chapter had 86 members, 
with 38 members attending the meeting. 

Educational tours and programs are as 

important to our chapter as are any of 
the purposes for which the chapter is 
organized. Tours, programs, and other 
activities all contribute to a well bal-
anced and varied agenda for members. 

The original tour and program commit-
tee was made up of 5 members. For 
each tour or program, the committee 
organized for a host and resource 
speakers presenting information. Chap-
ter members were encouraged to sub-
mit ideas for sites to visit or topics for 
programs, or to participate in presenting 
the programs themselves. 

It is important to have active member-
ship and to give members an opportu-
nity to serve as committee persons, offi-
cers, and, in general, to bring new ideas 
to the chapter. In this way the chapter 
grows and the members benefit. 

A specific goal was to have 100 active 
members. In June 1995, there were 116 
members in the Bent’s Fort Chapter. 

The Bent’s Fort Chapter was organized 
with the same purposes and ideals of 
the SFTA: to protect and preserve the 
Santa Fe Trail along the Mountain 
Route and its related side trails and 
sites in Southeastern Colorado. Origi-
nally, Prowers, Bent, Otero, Las Ani-
mas, and Baca Counties were the fo-
cus.  Cheyenne, Kiowa, and Crowley 
Counties were added later and adopted 
by a vote of the membership at the an-
nual meeting of January 27, 1996. The 
bylaws were again amended and ap-
proved by a vote of the membership at 
the annual meeting held on January 18, 
2003. 

When the Bent’s Fort Chapter was or-
ganized, the identified goals were to: 1) 
have good communications with and 
among the members and the public 
through the use of newsletters, newspa-
per articles, and radio announcements; 
2) have good tours and programs; 3) 
have good membership. 

Our Chapter officers and members have 
accomplished and exceeded all of these 
goals. Work in all of these areas is con-
tinuing. We have an excellent active 
organization and membership to carry 
the chapter through for many years to 
come. 
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The History of the Bent’s Fort Chapter….continued 



Granada Fort Union Military Road Update 
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Trail Marking and Mapping 

 

 

 

 

In 2011, BFC will undertake a major 
project to mark the Santa Fe Trail on 
county roads in Powers, Bent, Otero, 
and Las Animas counties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This project has long been both a pas-
sion and a frustration for our chapter. 
Often we’re been on the verge of start-
ing this project only to find that signage 
regulations were changed by govern-
ment or department of transportation 
agencies or funding was not available. 

This year we’re confident the project 
will succeed. BFC Trail Marking Chair-
man Charlie Hutton and his committee 
of Kevin Lindahl, Pat Palmer, Emery 
Murray, and Dub Couch have been 
hard at work with county and other gov-
ernment officials to get the job done.  

During the past several months, this 
committee has carefully researched 
where these Trail marking signs should 
be placed. They have studied the  Gen-
eral Land Office (GLO) maps, Phil Pe-

tersen’s surveys, Google Earth data, 
and National Park Service (NPS) 
maps. From this study, 20 sites have 
been identified for marking. 

This committee has also met with 
Santa Fe Trail Association Mapping & 
Marking Chairman Jeff Trotman to 
study NPS requirements. And, it has 
met with County Commissions in all of 
the above counties and has gotten pre-
liminary approval for the sign locations.  

The site plan for Otero county has 
been sent to the NPS for review and 
approval. Once that approval is given, 
then the plans for the other counties 
will be submitted. The next step will be 
to apply for NPS grant money to buy 
the signs, posts, and other hardware. 
The NPS has given the SFTA over 
$40,000 to buy new signs and replace 
old damaged ones.  Once the signs are 
purchased, placing them will begin at 
once.  

Our chapter will also continue to ―plant‖ 
the limestone posts with the Santa Fe 
Trail logo. We have purchased three 
more of these posts. One will be placed 
at Bent’s Old Fort. Sites for the other 
two have not been determined. If you 
have ideas where they should go, con-
tact Charlie Hutton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of our chapter’s mission statement 
is to preserve, protect, and promote the 
Trail in our area. Placing these signs 
will help achieve this goal. 

The Bent’s Fort Chapter has long been 
dedicated to the preservation, protec-
tion, and promotion of the Granda Fort 
Union Military Road, an important 
branch of the Santa Fe Trail which ran 
from Granda, CO to Fort Union, NM. 
Many of our tours in recent years have  
covered this route. Also, many of the 
land owners in our chapter own land 
that this road traversed.  

It has long been hoped that this impor- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tant branch might some day be granted 
National Historic Trail designation as a 
part of the Santa Fe Trail. However, at 
our chapter’s planning meeting on Janu-
ary 15, 2011, it was decided not to seek 
such designation at this time. The rea-
sons given were: 

The task would be a daunting one 
involving countless hours generat-
ing support from local agencies, 
governments, and individuals, doing 
feasibility studies, and submitting 
bills to congress. The BFC officers 
decided that little gain other than 
national recognition and being in-
cluded on the  National Park Ser-
vices Santa Fe National Historic 
Trail would come from the amount 
of work that would be required. 

Given the current poor national 
economy, little hope exists that even 

if bills were submitted to congress, 
they would not be passed as pas-
sage would obligate the National 
Park Service to administer more 
territory during a time when budget 
cutbacks are likely. 

Land owners are increasingly con-
certed that their properties would be 
degraded by trespassers and arti-
fact hunters should the road get offi-
cial recognition. 

Instead, our chapter has decided to in-
troduce a resolution at the April 2011 
SFTA Board of Director’s meeting re-
questing that SFTA recognize the sig-
nificance of this road and seek to pro-
mote awareness of it. Our chapter will 
continue to promote, protect, and pre-
serve this important route and may at 
some future date pursue National His-
toric Trail designation...but not now. 

Trail remains on the Granada Fort 
Union Road in New Mexico 

Post set at entrance to 
Holly, CO, Cemetery 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=100000680526255


 

(In our last newsletter, BFC member  
Kitty Overmyer reminded us that several 
other historic trails are near our area. 
One of these trails was the Smoky Hill 
Trail, which ran just north of us. Much 
thanks to BFC member Mike Olsen for 
writing this brief history & description of 
this road.) 

The Smoky Hill Trail stretched 
from Atchison, Kansas, on the Missouri 
River, west to Denver, across the plains 
of Kansas and Colorado.  It opened in 
1859 as a route to the Rocky Mountain 
gold fields.  It was touted as the shortest 
route to riches by 200 miles, in contrast 
to the Santa Fe Trail or the Oregon-
California Trail, which followed the 
Platte River in Nebraska.  It proved 
more dangerous than either of these 
routes, especially at its western end in 
Colorado where it was dubbed the 
―Starvation Trail,‖ principally for its lack 
of water and game to hunt.  

 
      

The route of the Trail could vary.  It fol-
lowed the Kansas River to its junction 
with the Smoky Hill and then the Smoky 
Hill to its confluence with the Solomon 
River.  There it split.  A northern route 
went up the Solomon, eventually 
crossed to the Republican River and 
rejoined the southern branch of the Trail 
in the vicinity of present-day Limon, 
Colorado.  The main stagecoach lines 
on the Trail, at first the Leavenworth 
and Pike’s Peak Express Company and 
then the Butterfield’s Overland Des-
patch, used this route.  The southern 
route, favored especially by gold seek-
ers, tracked along the Smoky Hill River 
and its tributaries into eastern Colorado, 
and then struck west for the Rockies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Kansas Pacific Railroad, as 
it ultimately became known, built west 
along the southern route in 1863.  Its 
first locomotive steamed into Denver in 
1870.  In the years after it ceased to be 
the gateway to the gold fields, the Trail 

still served as a route for the U.S. Army 
in its confrontations with Plains Indians 
and then for settlers opening the wheat 
fields of western Kansas.  Later in the 
19

th
 century and on to the present, high-

ways traced the route of the old Trail, 
including U.S. Highway 40 and then 
Interstate 70. 
 Today, the Smoky Hill Trail As-
sociation, founded in 2007, is dedicated 
to the preservation, promotion, and in-
terpretation of the Trail’s heritage.  More 
information about the Asso-
ciation is available at 
www.smokyhilltrail.com. The 
classic book on the Trail is 
Wayne C. Lee and Howard 
C. Raynesford, Trails of the 
Smoky Hill (Caldwell, ID: 
Caxton Press, 1980, 2008).  
It is currently in print. 

Note...the above photographs were 
taken at a kiosk near Cheyenne Wells, 
CO, along the route of the trail. 

Would someone in our chapter like to 
submit an article about an historic trail in 
our area? How about cattle trails or the 
Cherokee Trail? Many of these trails 
crossed, connected with, or ran parallel 
to the Santa Fe Trail and have fascinat-
ing histories. Send an email to rod-
podszus@gmail.com with your ideas. 
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The Smoky Hill Trail...by Mike Olsen 

Here’s some great news! The Santa Fe 
Trail Association has reprinted 100,000 
of its popular placemats. 

 
 

The placemats are 15‖ X 10.5‖, just the 
right size for tray liners. They are printed 
on good quality paper with a map of the 
Trail on the front side and a brief history 
of the Trail and activities for kids on the 
back side.  
These placemats are FREE and are 
great for promoting the Trail in our area.  
Last year BFC members distributed over 
30,000 of them in our area, and several 
members have already requested more. 

Who uses these placemats? Restau-
rants, especially those that tourists fre-
quent, are big users. Other users have 
been Welcome Centers, museums, and 
historical associations. Schools and col-
leges use them for special events such 
as catered meals. And, caterers love 

them as they offer local information. 
Who else? Country clubs...coffee 
shops...motels...any café in our 
area...chambers of commerce...in fact, 
anyone who interacts with the public and 
visitors to our area. 

Your editor will pick up some of these 
placemats at the SFTA Board meetings 
in Lexington, MO, during the first week of 
April. If you want to reserve some, send 
an email now to rododszus@gmail.com. 
They come 2,000 per case. It would be 
great if a BFC member in each of our 
towns (Holly, Eads, Lamar, Coolidge, 
Las Animas, etc) could be the person in 
charge of distributing the placemats in 
his area. 

Santa Fe Trail Placemats Are Back! 

http://www.smokyhilltrail.com


 

 There are approximately 150 novels set on the old 
Santa Fe Trail.  Perhaps the best-known and most loved is 
Ruth Laughlin’s The Wind Leaves No Shadow, first published 
in 1948 and still in print.  It is the fictionalized biography of 
Gertrudes Barceló, known famously in Santa Fe Trail history 
as ―Doña Tules.‖ 
 The story opens in 1821 (the year William Becknell 
blazed the Santa Fe Trail).  Tules is ten years old, living in 
peonage on a hacienda in Taos.  Over the next decade she 
will attempt to escape from her bondage, be taken to Mexico 
by her patrón, marry and live at the Ortiz gold mine south of 
Santa Fe and, after her husband is killed, eventually make 
her way to Santa Fe.   
 In Santa Fe she hones her skill at monte, the most 
popular card game of chance in New Mexico.  With a stake 
from a young American trader she wins enough to establish 
her own table in a gambling house.  She begins an affair with 
Manuel Armijo, who will be governor of New Mexico when 
the U.S. Army invades in 1846.  (Laughlin draws directly on 
Susan Shelby Magoffin’s descriptions of Armijo in her diary, 
published as Down the Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico.)  
Tules eventually amasses enough capital to buy her own 
gambling house, or sala, and becomes the richest woman in 
Santa Fe.   

 Much of plot, of course, speculates on Tules’ per-
sonal life.  But events of the period are interwoven, such as 
the arrival of traders over the Santa Fe Trail year after year, 
the revolt against Governor Albino Pérez in 1837, the Texan-
Santa Fe Expedition of 1841, and the arrival of General 
Kearny and the U.S. Army in 1846.  She  meets Padre Anto-
nio Martinez, Ceran St. Vrain, the Bent brothers, and Kit Car-
son.  Laughlin includes the story 
that Tules loaned money to Sam-
uel Magoffin to bribe Governor 
Armijo to flee New Mexico and not 
offer resistance to the Americans. 
 This novel is entertaining, 
informative, and an all-around 
good read.  For additional titles 
and discussion of Santa Fe Trail 
novels, see two articles by Mike 
Olsen in Wagon Tracks: ―The Cim-
arron Route in Fact and Fic-
tion‖ (May 1999) and ―Depictions 
of Women in Santa Fe Trail Nov-
els‖ (May 2000). 
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The Wind Leaves No Shadows...a book review by Mike Olsen 

Thomas Gilbert’s Family on the Santa Fe Trail...by R.O. Gilbert 

(Much thanks to Tom Gilbert, BFC member from Lamar, for 
sharing his family story of relatives who travelled and traded on 
the Santa Fe Trail in 1841.The account that follows was written 
by Tom’s grandfather, R.O. McClain, and has been passed 
down through family members.) 

     David McClain was [Tom’s] great-grandfather. Tom’s 
mother was Vivian McClain Gilbert from Manzanola, CO. Her 
father was R.O. McClain, born in Carroll County, Missouri. His 
father was David McClain of Carroll County, MO. 

     David McClain and his brother Asa McClain set out with a 
cargo of leaf tobacco from Boonville, MO, to Santa Fe in 1841. 
They had not oxen, but mules, ten of them, all big mules. They 
traded two of the big mules for two little mules not needed so 
much mule power as they started with. Two little mules had 
different dispositions, commemorated in their names, to wit: 
Campfire and Hellfire. 

     After passing Council Grove, Kansas Territory, David and 
Asa’s wagon became part of a caravan, its personnel number-
ing forty men, scouts, out-riding guards, and all. They had one 
experience with Indians—about a thousand, all bedecked in 
their hideous war paint. The freighters stopped, surrounded as 
they were by this huge band of Indians and out numbered bet-
ter than 25 to 1.  

     They decided upon a desperate undertaking. David and 
Asa called their interpreter forward and instructed him to signal 
the Indians they desired peace and were friendly. This was 
done and the Indians, who had stopped just a few hundred 
yards away from the wagon train to view the field before at-
tacking, advanced a few scouts to examine the wagon train 
and determine their fate. They signaled their Chiefs everything 

was peaceful and the Chiefs and their leading braves ad-
vanced. The caravan cooked up a big stew to propitiate them. 
David McClain said that the Indian bucks reached into the pot, 
grabbed out hunks, and tossed them to the squaws. They kept 
the Chiefs up all night entertaining them. 

   The next morning the head of the caravan ordered David and 
Asa to come forward with many ―hands‖ [a group of tobacco 
leaves tied together and weighing 1-3 pounds] of Missouri leaf 
and as soon as it was distributed among them the Indians went 
to chewing and smoking and the squaws took the large leaves 
and used them for further hair dress. 

     David and Asa followed the Santa Fe Trail and crossed the 
Cimarron just east of the Colorado line. Near that crossing was 
the landmark Point of Rocks. Farther west was Cold Springs. 
Still beyond it was Santa Fe tucked away in the mountains. 

(David and Asa returned to Missouri after this trip to Santa Fe. 
David was killed in the Civil War. His son Robert (R.O.) headed 
west at the age of 16 after the war ended. He worked as a 
cowboy near the same Point of Rocks site that his father and 
Uncle Asa had passed. R.O. eventually worked his way west to 
Manzanola, CO, where he ranched and farmed. Tom’s mother 
was born in Manzanola and moved to Lamar when she mar-
ried. Tom and his wife Mary Ann continue to live in Lamar.) 

 

Newsstands in Colorado 
and other western states 
sell a pipe tobacco blend 
called “Santa Fe” 



 

BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2011 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name   

 

Mailing address 

 

Email        Home Phone 

 

Work Phone       Cell Phone 

 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

          

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal         

  

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Questions or Comments?  

Pat Palmer 
President 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 

Bonnie Ratliff 

Vice-President 
(719) 469-5088 

bonnie@rural-com.com 

LaDonna Hutton 

Secretary SFTA Board of 
Directors 
(719) 254-7266 

ldhutton@bresnan.com 
 

Emery Murray 
Treasurer 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Betty Murray 

Membership 
(719) 456-2050 

murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Lolly Ming 

Tours & Website 
(719) 523-6968 
Star33@yahoo.com 

 
 

Richard Carrillo 
Education & Nominating 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 

Dub Couch 

Trail Preservation 
(719) 254-3000 

dubcouch@ria.net 

Charlie Hutton 

Trail Marking 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@bresnan.com 

 
 

Rod Podszus 
Publications, SFTA Board of 
Directors 
(719) 339-5543 

rodpodszus@gmail.com 

Mike Olsen 
SFTA  Vice-President 
(719) 590-1048 
mpolsen1@comcast.net 

Don Lowman 

Past President 

Up-to-the-Minute BFC News 

Richard Carrillo reported that the 
popular Otero Junior College 
course Along the Santa Fe Trail 
will be held June 13-14. BFC will 
donate five $50.00 scholarships to 
help educators attend this course.  

BFC has applied to the SFTA for a 
$500.00 Education Grant. Last 
year we received this grant and 
printed new brochures. This year, 
the money will be used to help fund 
the 5 OTJ scholarships and to print 
more brochures. 

BFC has sent a $100.00 memorial 

to SFTA in honor of Harry Myers. 
This memorial fund will be used to 
build a state-of-the-art touch-
screen kiosk honoring significant 
persons associated with the Santa 
Fe Trail. The kiosk will be placed at 
the Santa Fe Trail Center in 
Larned, Kansas. Our chapter also 
donated $50.00 to Boggsville and 
$50.00 to the Otero Museum. 

The Richard Louden Memorial 
plaque will be placed somewhere 
along the Trail when our chapter 
tours sites in Trinidad in October. 

Kitty Overmyer reports that a dam-
aged DAR marker in our area has 
been repaired and will be reset by 
the local DAR. 

Betty Murray has volunteered to 
take the Santa Fe Trail traveling 
trunk to the Las Animas elemen-
tary schools. 

As of March 25, BFC has 100 paid 
members. 

Kathy Del Rio has become a Life-
time member of BFC. 

Rod Podszus was recognized as 
BFC member of the year, 2010. 



 

rodpodszus@gmail.com 

(719) 339-5543 

1507 North Weber Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 809 


